Laughlin Is Accused 
By Witness of Taking 
$2,000 in 'Hof Money 


Robbery Accomplice 
Tells Jury He Paid 
Sum to Lawyer ij 

Bv NORMAN A. KAHL, i\)jj 

Star Staff Correspondent } 

BALTIMORE, Sept. 13T— One 
of the men implicated in the! 
Hyattsville bank robbery in 1941 : 
today told a Federal Court jur y 
here*, he paid Jan yir^Lafflr nlha 
$2,000, some of wmcTPTOITIiMgn- 
lin said was to pay for an alibi 
that was being prepared for his 
client. 

The witness, 
now serving a 
Atlanta Federal Penitentiary for his 
part in the robbery, also told the 
court he had previously Informed 
Mi*. Laughlin that the money 
“might be hot” and that the latter 
had replied, “That’s all right.’* 

“What did you mean by *hpt’?” 
asked Assistant United States Dis- 
trict Attorney Thomas M. Keeney. 

“The proceeds of the robbery,” 
Wilcox said. 

Laughlin Attacks Testimony. 

Mr. Laughlin, on trial on charges 
of impeding justice in connection 
with the trial of Hilliard Sanders, 
now serving a 20-year term for his 
part in the robbery of the Prince 
Georges Bank & Trust Co. of Hy- 
attsvilie, told the court Wilcox’s tes- 
timony was false. 

Wilcox, brought into court under 
guard, admitted it was he who had 
overheard a conversation concern- 
ing the method used to deliver a 
pay roll by youthful messengers and 
that he had passed this information 
on to other persons. Some time 
later, he said these messengers were 
robbed and that he received $5,200 
from the proceeds. 

Before he was a nested, he said, 
he got in touch with Mr. Laughlin 
in an effort to help Sanders and an- 
other man who had been arrested 
for the robbery. He said he pro- 
vided $1,000 soon afterward and 
another $1,000 later. He testified 
that Mr. Laughlin told him it had 
cost considerable money to establish 
an alibi because he had to pay off 
several people. 

The Government charges Mr. 
Laughlin had knowledge that rec- 
ords at the Florida State Prison 
Camp in Raiford, Fla., were altered 
to show that Sanders had been a 
visitor there on September 25, 1941, 
the day of the robbery, 
i A woman who said she acted as an 
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vember, 1941, when he was an in- 
mate at the Florida prison. She 
said she was asked by Hugh Gibson, 
another inmate, to carry a message 
back to Mr. Laughlin in Washing- 
ton. ' 

I The woman told the jury that 
Gibson asked her to tell the attorney 
that “an alibi has been arranged” 
for Hilliard Sanders, who was being 
held at the time in Baltimore in 
connection with the Hyattsville rob- 
bery. 

Tells of Seeing Laughlin. 

Mrs. Steinberg said the day after 
she reached Washington, on No- 
vember 4, 1941, she called Mr 

Laughlin’s office and told him she 
had information about the Sanders 
case. He asked her if he could call 
back from^another phone, because 
his wires were tapped, she testified. 

Mr. Laughlin telephoned about 15 
minutes later, she said, and arrange- 
ments were made to meet on" the 
comer of Fourteenth and Euclid 
streets N.W. at 7:30 o’clock that 
night, the witness said. 

“I told him that an alibi has been 
arranged for Sanders to show he 
was visiting in Raiford at the time 
of the robbery,” she asserted. 

“What did Mi*. Laughlin say?” she 
was asked by Mr. Kenny. 

I don’t know, but he seemed to 
be very pleased,” she replied. 

Also Saw Sanders. 

Kenney asked if she had fur- 
ther contact with the attorney Mrs 
Sternberg said that Mr. Laughlin 
called her the next morning and 
asked her to go with him to Balti- 
more to see Sanders. 

“Did you see Sanders?” Mr. Ken- 
ney asked. 

“Yes, I did.” 

“Why did you see Sanders?” 
’’Gibson asked me to see Sanders 
after I saw Mr. Laughlin. Sanders 
seemed pleased and hoped the alibi 
would hold up.” 

L. B. Chapman, superintendent 
of the Florida prison farm, told the 
court that when he testified for 
Sanders at the first trial in January, 
1942, he did so in good faith and be- 
cause he believed the prison records 
were accurate. It was not until a 
year and a half later, he said, that 
he discovered the records had been 
altered. 

His first inkling of irregularity 
came when a Federal Bureau of In- 
vestigation agent told him that one 
of the prisoners who had been tried 
with Sanders in the Hyattsville case 



emissary between inmates at the 
Florida State Prison farm and Mr 
Laughlin, earlier had testified that 
she was the first to inform Mr 
Laughlin of the alibi which alleged- 
ly was arranged in the robbery case. 

mi rs -|. E l slp - Plf n Louis - 

Vu ie is.y. f wliu liilJU me filed in 
Washington in the latter part oi 
1941, told of visiting her husband 
Leon Steinberg, in October and No- 
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said he was approached lor money 
to be given to L. A . Wiggins, assist- 
ant captain uf-lhi at the 

prison. Wiggins was called into the 
vsuperintendent’s office, Mr. Chap- 
man said, and denied to the FBI 
agent that the records had been 
changed. 

After several more interviews 
with the FBI man, however, Wig- 
gins confessed he had changed the 
record at the request of Steinberg, 
Mr. Chapman said. 

The prison superintendent said 
he last heal’d from the Washington 
attorney two or three months ago 
when Mr. Laughlin called him in 
the middle of the night and asked, 
“What’s going on down there?” 

Mr. Chapman said he couldn’t 
discuss the matter, whereupon Mr 
Laughlin allegedly told him, “I un- 
derstand things are going on down 
there.” 


